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INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM 

In accordance with the Statements of Intellectual Freedom by the Canadian Library Association 

and the British Columbia Library Association, the Board of Trustees adopts the following Policy: 

 Having regard for the financial and site limitations of a small library and without 

discrimination, the Hudson’s Hope Public Library (“the Library”) will endeavour to 

provide its patrons with access to a wide diversity of books and other materials, 

presentations by authors and others, topical displays and Internet terminals; that will 

provide enjoyment and knowledge. 

 Notwithstanding the foregoing, exhibits and displays are not permitted for entrepreneurial 

or commercial purposes, business solicitation, religious proselytizing or partisan political 

purposes.  Materials which could violate the BC Human Rights Code, the Charter of 

Rights and Freedoms or the Criminal Code of Canada are not permitted. 

 Permission to exhibit or display materials does not imply endorsement or approval by the 

Library and a disclaimer, so stating, may be required in the display area along with 

contact information for those who prepared the display. 

 Space and time limitations may be established for displays or exhibits and the Library 

may temporarily move or take them down as needed. 

 The Library assumes no responsibility for the preservation, protection, or possible 

damage or theft of any item displayed or exhibited.  All items placed in the Library are 

done so at the owner’s risk. 

 

 
Canadian Library Association: Statement on Intellectual Freedom  

Approved by Executive Council ~ June 27, 1974; Amended November 17, 1983; and November 18, 1985  

All persons in Canada have the fundamental right, as embodied in the nation's Bill of Rights and the 

Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, to have access to all expressions of knowledge, creativity and 

intellectual activity, and to express their thoughts publicly. This right to intellectual freedom, under the 

law, is essential to the health and development of Canadian society.  

Libraries have a basic responsibility for the development and maintenance of intellectual freedom.  

It is the responsibility of libraries to guarantee and facilitate access to all expressions of knowledge and 

intellectual activity, including those which some elements of society may consider to be unconventional, 

unpopular or unacceptable. To this end, libraries shall acquire and make available the widest variety of 

materials. 

It is the responsibility of libraries to guarantee the right of free expression by making available all the 

library's public facilities and services to all individuals and groups who need them. 

Libraries should resist all efforts to limit the exercise of these responsibilities while recognizing the right 

of criticism by individuals and groups. 

Both employees and employers in libraries have a duty, in addition to their institutional responsibilities, to 

uphold these principles. 
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British Columbia Library Association's Statement on Intellectual Freedom  

1. It is in the interest for libraries and librarians to make available the widest diversity of views and 

expression, including those, which are unorthodox or unpopular with the majority.  

2. It would conflict with the public interest for libraries to establish their own political, moral or 

aesthetic views as the sole standard for determining what books and other materials should be 

published or circulated.  

3. It is contrary to the public interest for libraries or librarians to determine the acceptability of a 

book solely on the basis of the personal history or political affiliation of the author.  

4. There is no place in British Columbia for extra-legal efforts to coerce the taste of others, to 

confine adults to the reading matter deemed suitable for adolescents, or to inhibit the efforts of 

the writers to achieve artistic expression.  

5. It is not in the public interest to force a reader to accept any book with the prejudgment of a label 

characterizing the book or author as subversive or dangerous.  

6. It is the responsibility of library administrators and librarians, as guardians of the peoples' 

freedom to read, to contest encroachments upon that freedom by individuals or groups seeking to 

impose their own standards or tastes upon the community at large.  

7. It is the responsibility of libraries and librarians to give full meaning to intellectual freedom by 

providing books and other materials that enrich the quality of thought and expression. By the 

exercise of this affirmative responsibility, librarians can demonstrate that the answer to a bad 

book is a good one; the answer to a bad idea is a good one. 

8. Non-book materials should be judged by the same criteria as books.  
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